Does your child demonstrate difficulty processing oral language?  Does your child have difficulty expressing himself?

Visualization is directly related to language comprehension, language expression, and critical thinking.  Visualizing and Verbalizing (VV) developed by Lindamood-Bell is a therapy program based on the premise that visualizing is an answer as to how individuals process language and thought.  The brain "sees" in order to store and process information.  Thinking and language comprehension are founded in imagery.  Individuals with good language comprehension visualize concepts and form imaged gestalts; individuals without good language comprehension do not.

Visualizing and Verbalizing teaches an individual to "make pictures" and then to talk about the pictures using "structure words" (words that help describe the picture).  The program starts at a basic level of describing simple pictures and progresses through a hierarchy to then image multiple sentences, paragraphs, and whole pages of text.
Symptoms of difficulty processing oral language include:

1. Not understanding jokes.

2. Not understanding concepts of cause and effect.

3. Not responding to explanations given in language.

4. Asking and reading questions that have already been answered.

5. Not grasping the main idea or inferences from television/movies, although individuals might get a few details.

6. Losing attention quickly in conversation or lectures.

7. Weaknesses in auditory memory and following directions.

The oral language comprehension weakness is often accompanied by an oral language expression weakness.  Two primary symptoms of expressive language weaknesses are:

1. Individuals described as “quiet” and unable to express themselves well.

2. Individuals might be verbal, but their verbalization is scattered and difficult to understand.

(Symptoms might be severe or subtle, with others suspecting lack of intelligence or lack of motivation.)
Feel free to contact Whitney Dawson, Speech-Language Pathologist, to inquire if your child might benefit from V.V. therapy.

